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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
“For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries”  I Cor. 16:9. In our last letter,

we had asked for your “...EFFECTUAL, FERVANT prayers to remain courageous and faithful to speak biblical, hammering, 
mirroring TRUTH...” that the incorruptible seed of God’s Holy Word would fall onto good ground.  We need those prayers even
more now for God has opened this great door and effectual to me to speak to the graduating senior class of the local Wapanucka
High School.  We have been here going on 18 years, by God’s grace and mercy, and have been asked to pray a couple of times
many years ago at their baccalaureate service and the retired music teacher came up to me afterwards and exorbitantly thanked me
for praying in Jesus name, which kind of caught me off guard and I responded, “Well, there is no other name to pray in.”  We have
come to gather that the superintendent is a christian man and reached out to me through the daughter of Sister Ruth, a dear, elderly
saint in the church, and asked if I would speak.  After inquiring to what means they wanted me to participate in the baccalaureate
service, we were told the entire service.  I wept immediately upon receiving the news and praised and worshipped my dear, 
merciful, heavenly Father and Saviour for opening this “great door and effectual is opened unto me...”  I hope this letter will

reach many of you before the service on Sunday, April 30th at 7 pm central time. The LORD laid the thought upon my heart
the same day of the opportunity we received, “See Him.”  I am always asking for your effectual, fervant prayers in my letters.
Dear brothers, sisters and fellow laborers, please consider fasting and praying with us, that I will be completely emptied of self
and the Lord will fill me with the Holy Spirit, to be hyper-sensitive to His leading so I may say that that God will bless, that His
Word will fall on good ground, that there may be brought forth an increase by His gracious, merciful hand.  Please pray that the
students, parents, and faculty that will be there will be eternally impacted by the words of God in their heart; that there will be
biblical repentance toward God and faith in Jesus Christ as LORD and personal Savior. I have no doubt the enemy will fight hard
against this great, effectual door God has given.  It will take the prevailing prayers of the saints to be victorious.  I deeply need
your prayers!  There is much of the deceiver’s religion that these young people have been exposed to.  Our burden and desire is
for them to hear and be struck in their hearts by God’s precious, infallible words and get under conviction, be converted and be-
come new creatures in Christ Jesus by His grace and for His glory!  Pray, pray, pray!  Thank you!!

It has been encouraging to see God working in the church in the hearts of the younger ones in their 20’s and 30’s.  One
of the young men that God saved in his pick-up at his workplace parking lot, has been really faithful and has taught 4 times now
and seems to have a hunger to do so.  He will be speaking again, along with my son-in-law, taking the 5th Sunday service.  Satan
is constantly trying to distract and make folks vainly busy.  We’ve been preaching much on the great need to abide in Christ from
John 15.  We have been burdened in several services to instruct, teach and preach the key to bringing forth “much fruit” is to abide
in Christ and He in us, “for without me ye can do nothing.”  John 15:5.  Please pray our young folk, as well as the rest of us, will
grasp and cling to practice this great, important truth.

We are looking forward to a meeting starting Wednesday, May 31st and going through Sunday, June 4th with a
young man that opened our first tent meeting here years ago at the age of 14.  He just turned 27 this month and is married with a
little 11 month old boy and has been pastoring for a while now.  He has been heavily upon my heart to preach a meeting.  Please
pray for Brother Ethan Greene, that God will speak through him and to speak and stir revival in our hearts here at Emmanuel 
Baptist Church.

Again, please remember April 30th at 7 pm central time, that God’s word will work in the hearts of all those that He so
graciously and mercifully will set before us.

We are so grateful for each and every precious saint and fellow laborer that prays for us and the ministry here; for every
dollar that has been sent from pre-Trinidad to present day Oklahoma!  “Not because we desire a gift:  but I desire fruit that

may abound to your account.”  Phil. 4:17.  “To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty and dominion and

power both now and forever.  Amen.”  Jude 25.

Because of Calvary,

Mark Hodges


